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Recent and historical bird records for Kalaw,
eastern Myanmar (Burma), between 1895 and 2009

MARK R. BEZUIJEN, JAMES A. EATON, GIDEAN, ROBERT O. HUTCHINSON
and FRANK E. RHEINDT

The first published bird records in 97 years are presented for Kalaw, a site in eastern Myanmar, and compared with historical records
collected 97114 years previously. Recent (2005-2009) records for Kalaw include one globally threatened genus (Gyps vulture sp.), at
least seven new distributional records and one new breeding record for East Myanmar, and two new altitudinal records for South-East
Asia. Historical (1895-1912) Kalaw records include four globally threatened species and one new distributional record for East Myanmar.
Kalaw retains the majority of bird species documented historically, but four species may now be locally extirpated (Mrs Hume’s Pheasant
Syrmaricus humiae, Black Kite Mivus migrans, Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvis, Giant Nuthatch Sizza magna) and at least one other
(Large-billed Crow Corvis macrorhynchos) may have declined. Over the past century, House Crow Corvus splendens and Eurasian Tree
Sparrow Passer monramis have colonised Kalaw. A small but growing number of birdwatching tourists are visiting Kalaw which, together
with some nearby sites, has probably received more recent bird survey effort than any other site in East Myanmar.

INTRODUCTION

Myanmar (previously Burma) supports the greatest
richness of bird species in mainland South-East Asia (over

" 1,000: Smythies 1986) and among the largest remaining
forest and wetland habaitats, across a topography ranging
from sea-level to nearly 6,000 m. A relatively extensive
body of historical literature exists on the avifauna of
Myanmar, largely developed between 1824 and 1948,
when collections were made in many parts of the country
(Smythies 1953, Inskipp ms). Between 1948 (national
independence) and the 1990s, opportunities for scientific
research were limited, and few studies of birds were
conducted for almost 50 years. Since the 1990s there has
been a gradual resurgence in avian research: new surveys
have focused on the Chin Hills in the extreme west (Robson
eral. 1998, Thet Zaw Naing 2003), mountains (King er al.
2001, Rappoleeral. 2005, Renner ez al. 2007) and lowlands
(Tordoff er al. 2007) of Kachin State in the north, the
Chatun Wildlife Sanctuary in central-north Myanmar
(King & Rappole 2001a,b), and the Tanintharyi Division
(Tenasserim) in the extreme south (Eames er al. 2005).
These surveys have resulted in the discovery of at least one
new taxon and expanded the known global populations,
ranges and altitudinal limits for others, and clearly indicate
thatmuch remains to be documented of Myanmar’s birds.
Many rural regions of Myanmar, including most
protected areas (38 in 2004: Tordoff er al. 2005) are
currently under restricted access, and this limits
opportunities for ecological research or casual visitation.
An exception to this is Kalaw town in Shan State, East
Myanmar, a popular tourist destination known for its scenic
hilly location and temperate climate. The presence of a
small, forested reservoir close to the town, as well as ease
for tourist access, has also established Kalaw as a routine
stop for visiting birdwatchers, and at least six commercial
birdwatching companies have visited Kalaw since 2005
(Gidean pers. obs.; also evident from internet searches).
This has resulted in a growing, yet until now largely
undocumented, number of recent bird records for Kalaw.
Historical bird records are also available for Kalaw
and constitute some of the most detailed early inventories
for any single site in eastern Myanmar. Three bird
collections were made at Kalaw between 1895 and 1912:
the first and second by Lieutenant-Colonel G. Rippon, in

April 1895 (Rippon 1896, which includes some records
by E. W. Oates, who visited Kalaw on unspecified dates)
and April-May 1896 (Rippon 1897), and the third in
April 1912 by]. P. Cook (Cook 1913). Rippon and Cook
limited most of their collecting to within several kilometres
of Kalaw town, and Rippon (1896) did not collect ‘below
4,000 ft’ (¢.1,200 m). Based on these three collections,
Cook (1913) compiled a preliminary list of 129 species
for the Kalaw area (although we have revised his list to
125 species: see Results). Brief visits by other authors
(Bingham & Thompson 1900, Bingham 1903) resulted
in one additional species not mentioned in Cook’s list
(Burmese Bushlark Mirafra microptera). Cook (1913) does
not mention Bingham’s reports and may have been
unaware of them. To our knowledge there has been no
published information on the birds of Kalaw since 191 3.

Elsewhere in eastern Myanmar, published bird records
are available for several locations in Shan State within 70
km south and east of Kalaw (Oates 1894, Bingham &
Thompson 1900, Rippon 1901, Harington 1902,
Thompson & Craddock 1902, Bingham 1903, Harington
1903, Oates 1903, Kenny 1919, Wickham 1929-1930,
Livesey 1933a.,b, 1935a-d, 1936, 1939a-¢) as well as
further north and east (Comber 1905, Meyer de
Schauensee 1933, 1934, 1946), and in Kayah State
(previously Karenni) 150 km south of Kalaw (Smith ez al.
1940, 1943-44 and references therein). These include
bird records from hill ranges of similar elevation and
habitats as Kalaw. As early as 1909, the ‘Southern Shan
States’ were considered to be ‘particularly well worked’
compared with other regions of Myanmar (Harington
1909: 10); however, with the notable exception of Kalaw
and some nearby sites, few birdwatchers have visited these
arcas recently, and the current status of most bird species
in eastern Myanmar is poorly known.

Between 2005 and 2009 the authors MRB, JAE, ROH
and FER made informal birdwatching visits to Kalaw
accompanied by Gidean, a Kalaw resident and
ornithologist. Here we present an inventory of the birds
of Kalaw based on our visits and those of four other
birdwatchers in the same period, and compare these with
historical records collected 97—-114 years previously.

Bird names, sequence and taxonomy follow Inskipp ez
al. (2001); published taxonomic deviations are noted for
selected species. IUCN Red List categories (Vulnerable,
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Near Threatened ctc.) follow BirdLife International
(2008). Kalaw reservoir, the principal locality of this paper,
is commonly referred to as ‘Yayayekan reservoir’, a
transliteration of the Burmese name, butis also variously
spelt “Yay-aye Kan’ or ‘Yeaye’; for clarity and because 1t
is the only reservoir near Kalaw, we refer to it as ‘Kalaw
reservoir’. The ornithological regions of Myanmar (North,
South-West, West, Central, East, South and Tenasserim)
follow Robson (2005), which are a modified version of
King ez al. (1975) and in turn, Smythies (1953).

STUDY AREA

Kalaw town (20°37°60”"N 96°34’00”E) lies at the western
edge of the Shan Plateau in Taunggyi district of Shan
State, East Myanmar (Fig. 1), atan alutude of ¢.1,300m,
with surrounding hills ranging from ¢. 1,250 to 1,450 m.
It has a temperate, sunny climate with three seasons: wet
(mid-May-mid-October), cool (mid-October-mid-
February) and hot (mid-February-—mid-May). December
and January are the driest months (no rainfall). Peak rainfall
is in August (>250 mm) and from April-November there
1s >50 mm/month; at Aung Ban town (6 km east of Kalaw)
mean annual rainfall 1s 1,047 mm (10-year average 1992—
2001) with an average of 89 rainy days/year (Egashira &
Aye Aye Than 2006). Mean monthly temperatures in
Shan State range from 13.4°C (January) to 25.8°C (April)

(minimum 4.3°C/maximum 30.5°C) (MAS/IRRI/IDRC
2000, Egashira & Aye Aye Than 2006). Geologically,
Kalaw is located on the ‘Kalaw Red Beds and equivalents’
at the western extremity of the Sino—Burman Ranges, and
borders the Central Zone to the west (ESCAP 1996). Red
siltstones, sandstones and conglomerates give rise to the
red clay soils characteristic of the region.

Kalaw lies in an area of steeply rolling, hilly terrain.
The hills around town support a mosaic of cultivated
lands and degraded, secondary pine-forest (canopy <15
m) with an open grassy or shrub understorey and small
rock outcrops. Small stands of secondary evergreen forest
with a dense shrub understorey occur in some gullies.
Domestic cattle extensively graze these habitats. Small,
flat river valleys have been entirely cleared and support
rain-fed (non-irrigated) rice cultivation.

Earlyreports describe Kalaw as a small village (Rippon
1896, Cook 1913) although Cook (1913) noted it would
‘shortlybecome aratherimportant station on the Southern
Shan States Railway, and also probably a popular Hill
Station’. Between 1914 and 1948 Kalaw was used as a
summer residence by British officials, and some retired
officials lived there year-round. Between 1942 and 1945,
during World War II, the town was briefly occupied by
Japanese forces, which used itas arestand hospital centre.

Kalaw reservoir (20°35'56”N 96°31'26”E) is 6 km
south-west of Kalaw town (Fig. 1). The waterbody is
small (visual estimate 6-10 ha) and is surrounded by

Figure 1. Localities mentioned in the text. The lightly hatched area (main map) is the catchment of Kalaw reservoir; the reservoir is shaded.

Dotted lines around the catchment are walking tracks.
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hills, within a protected water catchment of °1,952 acres’
(displayed on signs at the reservoir) (¢.8 km?). The
reservoirwas apparently builtin the 1920s (local residents
pers. comm.) and has little fringing aquatic vegetation or
other wetland habitats. Most of the hills around the
reservoir support mature secondary evergreen forest
(canopy 20-30 m, with emergents to 40 m) and arelatively
intactunderstorey and midstorey of trees, shrubs, grasses
and vines, which extend to the reservoir banks. Small
seasonal streams flow into the reservoir; a single, north-
flowing perennial stream drains the reservoir. At the
northern edge of the catchment, the forest grades to
adjoining paddyfields and degraded pine-forest and
shrubland near Kalaw town. The relative lack of
degradation of the forest around Kalaw catchment partly
stems from the absence oflarge fires or commercial timber
logging, at least for the past 13 years (Gidean pers. obs.).

Lands surrounding the reservoir catchment (i.e.
between Kalaw town and the reservoir, and north, west
and south-west of the reservoir) are sparsely populated.
Several unsealed roads extend from Kalaw town around
the edges of the catchment, and a single road extends to
the reservoiritself. At the northern edge of the catchment
thisroad reduces in size to a large track and from here the
" remaining several hundred metres to the reservoir are
most easily accessed on foot. The roads around the

catchment are heavily eroded and many sections are .

unsuitable for vehicle access. The south-west boundary
of the catchment 1s a hill ridge, which forms an abrupt
transition between the forested hills of the catchment
and, to the west, a remote region of extensive, sparsely
forested north-south running hill ranges which are the
division between East and Central Myanmar. In contrast
to the forested catchment of Kalaw reservoir, the lands
around the catchmenthave been largely cleared of mature
forest and support an extensive checker-board array of
cropfields interspersed with numerous small patches of
secondary forest and scrub.

We were unable to obtain demographic data for Kalaw
town (GoM 2006 provides census data at the district and
state levels only), but in 2004 the population of the town
and surrounding areas was apparently ¢.20,000 people
(Reid & Grosberg 2005). Six villages lie within a 3 km
radius of Kalaw reservoir; in December 2008, one of
these, Taryaw, contained 25-30 households (pers. obs.).
Assuming an average of five people/houschold and 50
households/village, in 2008 the total population of these
villageswas 1,500 (by comparison, in 1997 another village
in the Kalaw region contained 812 people, 165
households, and an average of 5 people/houschold: MAS/
IRRIYIDRC 2000). Communities living around Kalaw
reservoir are principally of the Palaung and Pa-O (Black
Karen) ethnic groups; other groups present are the Intha,
Shan, Taungthu, Taung-yo, Danu, Kayah, Danaw and
Bamar. Most groups practise hunting to supplement
subsistence cultivation activities. Kalaw town supports a
diverse mix of Shan, Indian, Muslim, Nepali and Bamar
peoples, as well as ethnic groups. The Bamar (also known
as Burman or Burmese) comprise the majority of
Myanmar’s population, and govern the country.

Crop cultivation is the primary form of land use and
local subsistence around Kalaw town and reservoir, of
which non-irrigated rice cultivation is dominant. Other
locally grown crops include tea, oranges, chilli, ginger,
sesame, potato and maize (pers. obs.).

METHODS

We compiled recent bird records for Kalaw from 14 visits
between 2005 and 2009. Seven of these visits were by the
authors: 27-28 December 2005 (Hutchinson 2006), 12—
13 and 29-30 December 2006 (Hutchinson 2007),9-11
June 2008 (FER), between 7 and 15 November 2008
(MRB), 2-3 December 2008 (Eaton 2008), and 910
December 2009 (JALE). All visits by MRB, JAE, ROH
and FER were with Gidean, an ornithologist and Kalaw
resident for 13 years.

We supplemented our records with information from
seven visits to Kalaw made by four other birdwatchers: G.
Talbot (GT) (14-16 April 2006: Talbot2006), D. Farrow
(DF) (23-24 December 2006: Farrow 2006), Thet Zaw
Naing (TZN) (four visits, 30 November—1 December
2006, 26-28 March 2007, 21-22 July 2007, 17-18
November 2007: Thet Zaw Naing 2007a,b, Thet Zaw
Naing & van der Ven 2007, 2008), and C. Doughty (CD)
(15—-16 February 2007). We extracted information of these
visits from available trip reports which we located during
internet searches or which were provided to us by
colleagues. We were able to contact most of these
birdwatchers directly, and also attempted to contact two
other birdwatchers who had visited Kalaw but did not
receive replies.

We limited our compilation of recent records to within
approximatelya 10 km radius of Kalaw town, and excluded
records (mainly of waterfowl and waders) described in
recent trip reports as ‘midway between Kalaw and Heho
town or Inle Lake’ (locations 20-33 km further east),
because these areas support natural wetland habitats not
found in the immediate vicinity of Kalaw, although we did
include records of soaring raptors and a single record of
Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata 10-20 km from
town. We are reasonably sure that most historical Kalaw
records also originate from within 10 km of Kalaw town;
Rippon (1896, 1897) similarly excluded records of
waterfowland waders from east of Kalaw, and Cook (1913)
differentiated between Kalaw and another site he visited
19 km further west.

Visits by all recent birdwatchers comprised at least one
full day (dawn to dusk) at Kalaw reservoir, and one early-
morning or late-afternoon visit (0.5 days) to other hills
within a 5 km radius of Kalaw town. Between 7 and 15
November 2008 Gidean/MRB spent three days at the
reservoir and three half-days in hills around town. Visits
to the reservoir by Gidean/MRB, Gidean/FER and one
visitby Gidean/ROH (December 2006) comprised walking
from Kalaw town, around the reservoir, along a ridge
south-west of the catchment, then returning to town (a
round-trip of ¢. 20 km); owing to time restrictions, visits to
thereservoir by other birdwatchers were usually limited to
the forested access track in the north part of the catchment.

The cumulative survey effort of these 14 visits was
approximately 25 days (1.5 days/visit for all except MRB’s
visit of 4.5 days, accounting for the fact that at least 0.5
days/visit comprised arrival/departure and not
birdwatching).

Nine of these 14 visits were in the cool, dry season
(November, December), one wasin the transition between
the cool and hot seasons (February), two were in the hot
season (March, April) and two were in the wet season
(June). This imbalance in seasonal survey effort is ¢
limitation in our coverage of the birds of Kalaw.
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We compared our records with historical bird records
of Kalaw obtained by Rippon (1896, 1897), Bingham &
Thompson (1900) and Cook (1913). None of these
authors mentions the duration of their visits, but based
on the dates they provide we conservatively estimate their
cumulative survey effort between 1895 and 1912 was at
least 12 weeks. Rippon (1896, 1897) visited Kalaw in
‘April’ and ‘April-May’ respectively (a maximum possible
total of 12 weeks); Cook (1913) visited Kalaw from at
least 2-30 April 1912 (four weeks). Bingham & Thompson
(1900) visited Kalaw during a ‘short tour’ of south-west
Shan State in the ‘cold weather (1899-1900)" (i.e.
probably between October 1899 and February 1900).
Bingham (1903) described the specimens of other
collectors, who obtained them in several localities of Shan
State. He included two specimens listed for Kalaw with
the dates 8 January and 16 February 1902: 1tis not stated
whether these were obtained on two visits or during a
single visit to Kalaw of at least five weeks’ duration. None
of the authors resided at Kalaw, although Rippon and
Thompson were stationed at Fort Stedman and Taunggyi
town, 33 and 50 km east of Kalaw respectively; Bingham
and Cook were visitors to Shan State.

In contrast to visits from 2005-20009, three of these
four historical visits were skewed to the hot season (April—
May) and one was in the cool, dry season.

We note the following published taxonomic revisions
relevant to the eastern Myanmar populations of the
following species in our inventory, which supersede Inskipp
et al. (2001): Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo Hierococeyx fuigax
(revised to H. wuisicolor: King 2002), Vinous-breasted
Starling Sturnus burmannicus (revised to Acridotleres
burmannicus) and White-vented Myna A. cinereuss (revised
to A. grandis) (Lovette er al. 2008, Zuccon et al. 2008),
Tickell’s Leaf Warbler Phyiloscopus affinis (revised to West
Chinese Leaf Warbler P. occisinensis: Martens er al. 2008),
Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush  Garrulax
ervtlivocephalus (revised to Trochalopteron erythrocephaliss:
Luo er al. 2009) and White-bellied Yuhina Yiu/lina
zantholeuca (revised to Erpornis zantholeica: Cibois et al.
2002).

Many of the other species listed in this paper are listed
by Robson (2008) under different generic and/or specific
names, of which the following are not immediately
recognisable compared with Inskipp ez al. (2001): Collared
Scops Owl Oruts bakkanioena (listed by Robson as O. letria),
Grey Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus (=C. jotaka),
Pompadour Green Pigeon Treron pompadora (=T. phayret),
Common Buzzard Bureo bureo (=B. burimannicus),
Changeable Hawk Eagle Spizactus cirrliarus (=Nisaets
limnaeerus), Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula parva (=F.
albicilla), Common Stonechat Saxicola rorquara (=8.
ntauris), Plain Martin Riparia paludicola (=R. chinensis),
Spotted Bush Warbler Bradyprerus thoracicus (=B. davidr),
Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeuni concolor (=D. munullint) and
Yellow Wagtail Moracilla flava (=M. tscliuschensis). Other
taxonomic revisions are mentioned under selected species
accounts.

RESULTS

Species richness
We derived a list of 302 bird species for Kalaw from
compilation of recent and historical records (Appendix

1). Most of these records are from within a 10 km radius
of Kalaw town. Recent records (2005-2009) are for 276
species (91% of the total), of which 223 species were
recorded by the authors and 53 additional species were
recorded by CD, DF, TZN or GT.

Historical records (1895-1912) are for 125 species
(41% of the total), which we derived from the inventories
of Rippon (1896, 1897), Bingham & Thompson (1900)
and Cook (1913). This total differs from Cook (1913),
who derived a total of 129 species based on his list and
those of Rippon (1896, 1897), for three reasons. First, we
excluded two species (Striped Tit Babbler Macronous
gularis and Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aireola)
that Cook recorded 19+ km west of Kalaw at lower
elevations (although both species were recorded at Kalaw
between 2005 and 2009). Second, we placed six taxa
listed by Rippon or Cook under three species, i.e.
Pericrocorus speciosus (listed by Rippon 1896) and P.
fraterculus (Rippon 1897) under one taxon, Scarlet Minivet
P. flammetss; Pontarorhinus nuchalis (Rippon 1896) and P.
ripponi (Cook 1913) under White-browed Scimitar
Babbler P. schisticeps; and Lioprtila nielanoleica and L.
castanoptera (both listed by Rippon 1896) under Black-
headed Sibia Heterophasia melanoleirca. Third, Cook’s list
did notinclude one additional species (Burmese Bushlark)
recorded by Bingham & Thompson (1900).

Our inventory excludes one species, Chestnut-
shouldered Petromia Perronia xanthocollis, for which a single
historical report from Kalaw was later invalidated (see
species account).

Twenty-two species were recorded between 1895 and
1912 which were not observed between 2005 and 2009
(Table 1; and see Discussion).

Records offour species are considered to be provisional:
Oriental Cuckoo Cucttlus saturaris, Dark-rumped Swift
Aputs acuticanda, Black-naped Oriole Oriolus cliinensis and
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae (see species
accounts). Records for three other species are based
exclusively on vocalisations, not sightings (Lesser
Shortwing Bracliyptervx leucophrys, Striped Tit Babbler,
Red-throated Pipit Autluss cervinus) (Appendix 1).

Forest-dwelling and open-country species constitute
the majority of Kalaw records. There are few records of
wetland species (waders, waterfowl, herons, etc.) owing
to the low extent and diversity of wetland habitats at
Kalaw.

Selected species accounts

Accounts are given for globally threatened, Near
Threatened and restricted-range species recorded during
recent and historical visits to Kalaw, new records for East
Myanmar, records which clarify the ranges or elevations
given in Robson (2008), and for selected others of
distributional or conservation interest. Observer initials
are given in parentheses for records from 2005-2009.
Provisional records are in square brackets.

MRS HUME’S PHEASANT Svyrmnaticus huntiae

Globally Near Threatened. A male and female were
collected among ‘pine-clad slopes’/bamboo undergrowth
respectively (Rippon 1897); recorded with no other details
(Bingham & Thompson 1900); Cook (1913: 270) saw
the species ‘several times. .. generally in the open jungle on
rocky grass hills. On one occasion I put up five birds
singly at intervals of about a minute or two.’
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Table 1. Species recorded at Kalaw in East Myanmar from 1895-1912 but not from 2005-2009.

Spccies Historical rccords

Potential factors for lack of rccent rccords

Species for which a change 1 local status may have occurred
MRs HUME’S PHEASANT
RUFOUS-BELLIED WOODPECKER
Brack KiTe

RED-HEADED VUL TURE
BiLACK-BILLED MAGPIE

See species account
Sce species account
See species account
See species account

See species account
Sce species account

GIANT NUTHATCH
ORIENTAL SKYLARK

‘Scarce’’; occurs further easth*

opulation decline

P lation declin

No obvious reason

>opulation decline

P lation declin

Population decline

Edge of range? Historically scarce at Kalaw but
‘common’ further east™*

Population decline

Sampling randomness* / decline?

Species for which a lack of records in 2005-2009 may only reflect sampling effects (e.g. seasonal rming)

Single record!
Single record’
Single record?

PIED KINGFISHER

HopGsonN’s HAWK CUCKOO
ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET
LARGE-TAILED NIGHTJAR

RED COLLARED DOVE

SARUS CRANE

PINTAIL SNIPE
CHESTNUT-BELLIED ROCK THRUSH
PALE BLUE FLYCATCHER
SPOT-WINGED STARLING
CHESTNUT-BELLIED NUTHATCH
STRIATED BULBUL

OLIVE BUuLBUL

‘Only met with once™
See species account

Single record’
Single records>*

Single record!
Single record!
Single record’

BURMESE BUSHLARK Single record’

Bryrtw’s PieiT See species account

‘Very common’; ‘found no other”™

Single record; ‘found further east...”!

‘Observed by Mr. Oates’'; no other data

Atypical habitat and altitude®

Seasonal riming of recent visits

Sampling randomness/atypical altitude’

Seasonal timing of recent visits (cryptic — no calling males)
Seasonal timing’ / atypical habitat/altitude®

Vagrant; atypical habitat

Sampling randomness

Sampling randomness

Sampling randomness

Sampling randomness; generally rare®

Sampling randomness

Sampling randomness

Atypical altitude®/ record possibly from outside current
study area

Edge of range®/ record possibly from outside current
study area )

Rare visitor?

'Rippon (1896), “Rippon (1897), *Bingham & Thompson (1900), *Cook (1913), "Duckworth ez al. (2002), “Robson (2008). *Sightings of
single individuals for which lack of detection from 2005-2009 may reflect low survey effort rather than infer a decline or absence.

No phasianids were recorded from 2005-2009 except
Chinese Francolin Francolinus pintadearniss (which remains
common) and a single Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus
(Appendix 1).

Historical reports from other areas of East Myanmar
suggest pheasants were in decline over a century ago. In
the Taunggyi area 50 km east of Kalaw, Wickham (1929—
1930) noted that Mrs Hume’s Pheasant was ‘quite
common’ but, in the same arcaseveral years later, Livesey
(1939b) reported the species had declined and attributed
this to habitatloss from prescribed burning and conversion
for agriculture. A male bird was seen at Taunggyi in
February 1985 (King 1985). In Kayah State and the Karen
Hills south of Kalaw, seven individuals were recorded by
Smith ez al. (1943-1944) but none was observed during
collecting trips by Wardlaw Ramsay (1875) or Smith ez
al. (1940), the latter noting the absence of birds and
scratchings, and commenting they have ‘undoubtedly
been exterminated’.

At Kalaw, the species may now be locally extirpated.
Historical and ongoing forest loss, the small size of
remaining forestaround Kalaw reservoir (see Discussion),
and opportunistic hunting by local communities may be
key factors suppressing recruitment, as with remnant
populations in North-West Thailand and elsewhere in its
range (BirdLife International 2001, Choudhury 2005).

RUFOUS-BELLIED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos hyperythris
Recorded at Kalaw by Rippon (1896), Bingham &
Thompson (1900), Bingham (1903) and Cook (1913).
Cook (1913) stated it was ‘one of the commonest
woodpeckers at Kalaw’ and located three nests with

attending birds, in rotten pine stumps 1-4 m above the
ground.

No sightings of this species were made from 2005-
2009, and this apparent absence cannot readily be
explained. Most recent visits were in November—
December (winter) while historical visits were in April—
May (summer), when breeding birds may have been more
casily detected; yet given the striking appearance of this
species, it seems unlikely its presence was overlooked in
recent visits or that historical records are the result of
misidentification. Possible factors include seasonal
altitudinal movements and/or local decline due to
historical and ongoingloss of pine-forest breeding habitat
at Kalaw. Further visits to Kalaw in April-May might
help clarify the local status of the species. Rufous-bellied
Woodpecker is widely distributed in Myanmar (Robson
2008).

ORIENTAL PIED HORNBILL Anthracoceros albirostiis

Two individuals were seen on 15 November 2008 at
16h00, south-west of Kalaw reservoir (Gidean/MRB).
This 1s the only record for Kalaw.

This species was previously reported as ‘common’ or
‘very common’ from areas of southern Shan State within
50 km of Kalaw (Bingham & Thompson 1900, Rippon
1901, Wickham 1929-1930), and the absence ot historical
Kalaw records seems unusual given the presence of
suitable forest habitats. The lack of other sightings from
2005 to 2009 suggests the species occurs at low densities
at Kalaw. Itis likely that populations in south-west Shan
State have been impacted by historical and ongoing loss
of native forest habitats, and opportunistic hunting by
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local communities. On 14 November 2008 at Inle Lake
(33 km eastof Kalaw) the old (not fresh) casques and balls
of two Oriental Pied Hornbills and two Great Hornbills
Buceros bicornis (Globally Near Threatened) were seen
for sale (MRB pers. obs.).

Large breeding populations persistin North Myanmar
(Tordofferal. 2007); populations elsewhere in Indochina
have declined owing to hunting and habitat loss (e.g.
Fuchs er al. 2007).

[ORIENTAL CUCKOO Cuculus saturaris
Asingle hepaticindividual was photographed on 26 March
2007 (TZN); this is the only record for Kalaw.

Thet Zaw Naing & van der Ven (2008) noted this is
the first record from East Myanmar, but did not include
the photograph, or a field description, of this individual.
We accord this record provisional status owing to the lack
of other details and difficulties of separating Oriental
Cuckoo 1n the field from other Cuculus species. Robson
(2005, 2008) describes the species as an uncommon to
fairly common breeding visitor to West and North
Myanmar and a scarce to uncommon passage migrant to
Cenrtral and South Myanmar.]

Lesser CUCKOO Cuculus poliocephalus

One adult was heard vocalising and subsequently seen
wellon 10 June 2008 in evergreen forest at Kalaw reservoir
(FER/Gidean).

This is the first record from East Myanmar. No
photographs or sound recordings were obtained, but
confusion with other Cuculus species was ruled out on
account of the characteristic and ecasily 1dentifiable call
series given by this individual. Both observers have had
previous field experience with the calls of Lesser Cuckoo.
Robson (2005, 2008) describes the species as a scarce to
uncommon breeding visitor in West and North Myanmar
(as well as North-West Thailand, 1.¢. near Shan State), a
scarce to uncommon passage migrant in Central
Myanmar, and recorded but with unclear status in South
(east) Myanmar.

[DARK-RUMPED SWIFT Apus acuticauda

Globally Vulnerable. Three individuals were seen on 28
December 2005 flying over Kalaw reservoir (ROH/
Gidean).

This is the first reported sighting from East Myanmar.
Identification was based on the apparent absence of white
on the rump and the slender, sickle-winged shape typical
of the genus Apus. No photographs were obtained. We
accord this sighting provisional status due to the lack of
amore detailed field description and/or photographs which
could clearly discount the possibility of misidenufication
with the similar cooki race of Pacific Swift A. pacificus.

Within South-East Asia, Robson (2005, 2008)
describes this little-known species as ‘scarce (status
unknown, but could be resident)’ for North Myanmar
and as recorded in ‘winter (vagrant?)’ for North-West
Thailand; the current record is from winter. Dark-rumped
Swift was not recorded during recent bird surveys in the
lowlands of North Myanmar (Tordoff er al. 2007).

Due also to this issue of possible misidentification,
many other regional records, including reports from
nearby North-West Thailand, are left unresolved as “dark-
rumped” swifts of one of these two species (BirdLife
International 2001).]

PIN-TAILED GREEN PIGEON Treron apicauda

Aflock of 64 individuals seen on 3 December 2008 feeding
in a fruiting tree at Kalaw reservoir was notable for its
large size (JAE/Gidean). This species was also recorded
at Kalaw reservoir on five other recent visits (Appendix
1). Pin-tailed Green Pigeon is an uncommon resident
(subjecttolocalmovements) in Myanmar (Robson 2008).

SaruUS CRANE Grus antigone

Globally Vulnerable. A single report by Rippon (1896)
with no locality or collection details is the only record for
Kalaw.

There are no wetland habitats at Kalaw suitable for
cranes or otherlarge waterbirds, and Rippon (1896) noted
this individual was ‘probably a wanderer’ from wetlands
further east.

BrACK-TAILED CRAKE Porzana bicolor

A pair was seen on 10 December 2009 along a stream in
apaddyfield near forest at the northern boundary of Kalaw
reservoir (JAE). Both birds were observed at close
proximity and were vocal, frequently responding to call
playback.

Although not considered globally threatened, this
species 1s infrequently recorded because of its skulking
habits (Taylor & van Perlo 1998). For Myanmar, Robson
(2008) describes it as a scarce resident recorded from
West, North, East, and South (east) Myanmar.

Brack KiTte Milvus migrans
One record by Rippon (1897) with no other details; Cook
(1913) stated it was ‘found close to the village’. These are
the only records for Kalaw.

Historical accounts indicate the species was common
in some parts of East Myanmar, including southern Shan
State (Bingham & Thompson 1900, Harington 1909)
and Kayah State, where Wardlaw Ramsay (1875) saw
‘swarms’ of them. These authors, including Rippon
and Cook, assigned their records to ‘Milvus govinda’.
Wickham (1929-1930) referred to M. muigrans govinda as
‘not so common in the hills as the plains, although
they breed and a pair are generally noticeable round
any big village’ and M. m. linearus was ‘said to occur in
[these] hills’. Black Kites were apparently highly
seasonal, ‘disappearing’ at the start of the wet season
(presumably May) and returning at the end of it, in mid—
late October (Bingham & Thompson 1900, Harington
1909).

The lack of records for Black Kite from 2005-2009
suggests a decline has occurred, because our visits were
in winter, coinciding with its historical secasonal
occurrence, and because kites are large, soaring raptors
and it scems unlikely they would have been overlooked
unless at reduced densities. This is consistent with
observed declines of several scavenging bird species
elsewhere in Asia (Pain ez al. 2003). Small numbers were
recently recorded in the lowlands of North Myanmar
(Tordoff er al. 2007).

VULTURE Gyps sp.

Three immarture vultures were observed on 10 December
20009, flying west over Kalaw reservoir (Gidean/JAE). All
possessed streaked underparts and a pale line on the
underwing coverts, suggesting White-rumped Vulture
Gyps bengalensis, but owing to distance Himalayan Griffon































































