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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

IT may naturally be asked by those who read only the
title-page of the present work, why it should have
been limited to the history of a portion merely of what
are commonly called the Highlands of Scotland, as well
as to a particular period of that history. I shall endea-
vour to explain in a few words the reasons which have
induced me thus to limit my subject.

Various causes contributed, in former times, to divide
the Scottish Highlands into two sections, between which
there existed a well-defined line of demarcation. The
West Highlands and Isles formed one of these sections:
the Central Highlands, and all those districts in which
the waters flowed to the East, formed the other. The
great mountain-ridge, called, of old, Drumalban, from
which the waters flowed to either coast of Scotland,
was the least of these causes of distinction. The
numerical superiority of the Dalriads on the west, and

of the Picfs on the east side of Drumalban, and the

frequent wars between these nations; the conquest, and
occupation for nearly four hundred years, of the Hebrides,
by the warlike Scandinavians; and, lastly, the union of
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the Isles and a great part of the adjacent coast, during
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, under the sway
of one powerful family, while the eastern clans had no
similar community of interest, and owned no similar
oontrolling power:—these were the chief causes of “the
distinction which, in later times, was found to exist
between the Western and Eastern Highlanders. The
history of the latter cannot properly be blended with that
of the former; and, if introduced into the same work,
would only scrve to distract the attention of the reader.
A perusal of the following pages will show that, during
a great portion of the period I have endeavoured to
illustrate, the Western Clans had a common object which
frequently united them in hostility to the government.
In this way, the measures employed at first for their
coercion, and afterwards for their advancement in civili-
sation, came naturally to be separate from those directed
to the subjugation (if I may use the phrase) and im-
provement of the Eastern tribes. In the public records
of Scotland, with scarcely an exception, the distinction
I have pointed out is acknowledged either directly or
indirectly. So much for the reasons which induced me
to select, for the subject of the present work, the history
of the West Highlands and Isles.

Having chosen this subject, I very soon perceived
that the history of this portion of the Scottish High-
lands might advantageously be divided into three por-
tions. The first portion might embrace its early history,
and the rise and fall of the great Lordship of the Isles;
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the second might trace thc immediate effects of the
forfeiture of that Lordship, and bring the history down
to the time when, by the exertions of James VI., the
Western Highlanders, from being frequently in rebel-
lion against the royal authority, had bLegun to be dis-
tinguished for their loyalty; and the third might
record their exertions in support of the housc of Stewart,
increasing in energy in proportion as the hopes of that
unfortunate family became more desperate.

The great power and resources of the old Kings of
the Isles, and of the more modern Lords of the Isles,
have forced the history of the first of the periods above
mentioned on the attention of many of our historians.
Moreover, the national records, hitherto discovered,
referring to this period, are comparatively scanty, and
offer few materials for adding to what -has already been
written on this branch of the subject. Again, the
numerous historical works which have appeared on the
great civil war, and on all the later struggles of the
house of Stewart, have made us tolerably familiar with
the conduct and relative position of the leading High-
land clans during the third period.

These considerations alone would have influenced me
- in choosing for my subject the history of the sccond
period—that, namely, from A.p. 1493 to A.p. 1625, which
was as nearly as possible a perfect blank; but when I
- discovered that our national records and other sources
of authentic information were full of interesting and
important matter bearing upon this portion of the

L J
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history of the West Highlands and Isles, I no longer
hesitated.

It is now six years since, desirous of procuring infor-
mation from every quarter, I announced to the public
the task I had imposcd upon myself, and stated the
leading objects of the present work. I am bound to
acknowledge that I have received, in consequence, from
many private sources, information which, but for that
announcement, I never might have heard of, and of which
1t will be perceived that 1 have made considerable use.

To the late Right Honourable Lord Macdonald; to
the late Sir John Campbell of Ardnamurchan, Bart.;
to the late Sir Williuin Macleod Bannatyne, and the late
John Norman Macleod of Macleod; to the Right Hon-
ourable Lord Macdonald; Sir John Campbell of Ardna-
murchan, Bart.; Sir Donald Campbell of Dunstaffnage,
Bart.; Murdoch Maclaine of Lochbuy, Esq.; Hugh
Maclean of Coll, Esq.; Alexander Maclean of Ard-
gour, Esq.; Captain Macdongall of Macdougall, R.N.;
Dugald Campbell of Craignish, Esq.; Major Campbell
of Melfort; Alexander Campbell of Ardchattan, Iisq.;
Lieut.-Colonel Macniel of Barra; Captain Stewart,
Ardshiel; and John Stewart of Fasnacloich, Esq.; 1
am indebted for being permitted to examine their
ancient family papers, from which I have derived much
curious information.

Cosmo Innes, Esq., gave me access to the valuable
charter chest of Kilravock, from an inspection of which
I added greatly to the information I had previously col-
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lected. Captain Alexander Macneill, younger, of Celon~
say, allowed me to peruse some of the ancient charters
and papers of the Gigha family, which have lately come
into his possession.

The late Sir William Macleod Bannatyne; Sir George
S. Mackenzie of Coul, Bart.; Colonel Sir Evan J. M.
Macgregor of Macgregor, Bart.; George Macpherson
Grant, Esq., of Ballindalloch and Invereshie; John
Gregorson of Ardtornish, Esq.; Colin Campbell, Esq.,
Jura; Lauchlan Mackinnon of Letterfearn, Esq.; the
Rev. Dr. Norman Maeleod, Glasgow; the Rev. Angus
Maclaine, Ardnamurchan; the Rev. Alexander Mac-
. kenzie Downie; Charles Cameron, Esq., barrister-at-law;
Lieut.-Colonel Cameron, Clunes; Captain Donald Ca-
meron, Stone; Colin Macrae, Esq., Nairr Grove; John
Macdonnel, Esq., Keppoch; Angus Macdonnell, Esq.,
Ineh; Donald Macrae, Esq., Auchtertyre, Kintatll; Dr.
Mackinnon, Kyle, Sky; Dr. Maclean, Isle of Rum; Py
Maceachern, Arasaig; Mr. Lauchlan Maclean, &lasgow;
and Mr. Hugh Macdonald, Dervaig, Mull—have assisted
me either by submitting to myinspection copies of variews
family histories, which have been of much service, by
pointing out various useful sources of information, or
by communicating authentic traditions; and X have
everywhere found a dispesition to forward as much as
possible the inquiries in which I have been engaged.

The use I have made of the pubKc recortds will readily
be perceived; and, in this department, my researches
have been facilitated by the kindness of the learmed
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‘Deputy Clerk Register, Mr. Thomas Thomson, and of
Mr. Alexander Macdonald, who have pointed out to me
many curious original documents.

To the Curators of the Advocates’ Library, I, in
common with many others engaged in historical pur-
suits, feel much indebted for the ready access afforded
to the valuable MS. collections of the Faculty of Ad-
vocates.
~ Frequent communications with my friends, Mr. Alex-
ander Sinclair, Mr. Cosmo Innes, and Mr. William F.
Skene, have assisted me to clear up several points
hitherto doubtful; and Mr. Robert Pitcairn, editor of that
curious work, the Criminal Trials, has enabled me to
add considerably to my collections. I am likewise
under great obligations to Mr. David Laing, the active
secretary of the Bannatyne Club.

I did not neglect to examine the Scottish MSS. in
the British Museum, in which I received much assist-
ance from Mr. Joseph Stevenson. Mr. Tytler commu-
nicated to me some valuable documents (since publish-
ed) connected with the history of the Isles, from the
State Paper Office, London. Lastly, such information
as I required from the Irish records and historical MSS.
was communicated to me most readily by Mr. John
D’Alton, barrister-at-law, Dublin, from his own valuable
historical and genealogical collections.

In order the better to arrange the information thus
collected, and to make wyself acquainted with such
traditions as were not alluded to in the family histories,
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or, if alluded to, were without dates or otherwise defec-
tive, I made frequent visits to the West Highlands and
Isles; and succeeded in satisfying myself on many
doubtful points. In these journeys I conversed with
every individual supposed to be well informed that I had
the good fortune to meet; and the information thus
gained proved of essential service afterwards, when I
came to prepare the following pages for press.

Such have been the sources of my information. Of
the use I have made of it, 1t does not become me to
speak; but I may at least say, that I have striven to be
impartial. The necessity for minute research implied
in & work like the prescnt, has a tendency to prevent
the author from drawing those general conclusions
which are so desirable in all historical works, and which
may occur more readily to those who peruse the result
of his labours without any previous knowledge of the
subject. This defect secms to be almost inseparable
from the pursuits of the antiquary, who, in fact, gene-
rally acts as a pioneer to the historian. I shall be satis-
fied, therefore, if this work prove of service to a future
writer on the History of the Highlands, and assist him
in forming those general views which give to history
its chief value.

It was my intention to have added a dissertation on
the manners, customs, and laws of the Highlanders, in
which T had made considerable progress. Want of
space, however, has forced me to postpone, but by no
means to abandon my design. When I resume it, I
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hope to be able to bring forward from my collections,
which are increasing every day, many new illustrations
of these subjects.

The Introduction of the present Work embraces what
I have called the first historical period of the West
Highlands and Isles. Such an Introduction seemed
indispensable; and, while it is necessarily brief, I have
taken the opportunity of correcting some of the more

glaring errors of former writers.

EDINBURGH, 10 AINSLIE PLACE,
April, 1836. .

i
I
'
'




INTRODUCTION.

THE object of the present work is to trace the history
of the territories once owned by the great Lords of the
Isles, from the time of the downfall of that princely race,
in the reign of James 1V. of Scotland, until the acces-
sion of Charles I. to the throne of Great Britain. But,
for the better understanding of the subject, it appears
absolutely necessary to give a brief sketch, first, of
the early history of these territories; and, secondly, of
the rise, progress, and fall of the potent family of the
Isles. .
To enter into any speculation regarding the early
inhabitants of the country, would, in a work of this na-
ture, be superfluous, and inconsistent with the necessary
brevity of an Introduction. The facts bearing on the
subject are, unfortunately, few in number. From the
Roman authors, who afford the earliest accurate informa-
tion regarding the tribes of North Britain, it appears
A p. that, during the two centuries after the inva-
80-300. gjon of Agricola, A.D. 80, Scotland was in-
habited by two nations only—the Caledonis, and the
Meatae. Of these, the Caledonii alone inhabited the
Highlands; and, indeed, all modern Scotland north of
the Friths of Forth and Clyde. After the third century,
the names of Caledonii and Msaatae disappear,iand we
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find the Romans terming their northern opponents
Picti and Affacotfr. Historians seem now to have
agreed that the Picts were, in faet, -the Caledonians
under a new name ; that they were a Celtic race; and
that, until the sixth century, they continued to be the
sole nation north of the Friths—being divided into two
great branches—the Dicaledones inhabiting the more
mountainous and more rugged districts. north and west
of the Grampian range, and the Vecfuriones inhabit-
ing the more level districts between the Grampians and
the German QOcean. Thus the former corresponded
to the Highlanders of the present day, whilst the latter
possessed the Lowlands, from the plains of Moray on
the north to Fife and Strathearn on the south. In the
beginning of the sixth century, a new people
was added to the inhabitants of Scotland, north
of Forth and Clyde—for, at that period, the Irish Scots,
frequently called the Dalriads, effected a settlement in
the western districts of the Highlands. At this time,
the country south of the Friths was occupied by the
Strathclyde Britons; but the subsequent conquest of
Northumberland and the Lothians, by the Angles, be-
fore the close of the sixth century, added that nation to
the inhahitants of the south of Scotland. During the
gixth, seventh, and eighth centuries, the history of
Scotland presents nothing but a suocession of conflicts
between these four nations, which \produoed but little
permanent change in their relative situations. In the
ninth century,however,a revolution took place,
the nature of which it is almost impossible
to determine, from the unfortumate silence of all the
older authorities, whilst the fables of the later histe-
rians are quite unworthy of credit. But it is ocertain,

A. D, 503.

A. D. 843.
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that the result of this revolution was the nominal union
of most of the tribes under KENNETH MACALPIN, a
King of the Scottish or Dalriadic race, and the conse-
quent spread of the name of Scotland over the whole
country. However this important event might affect
the population of the rich and fertile Lowlands, it seems
perfectly clear, that the Dicaledones, or Picts, who
formed the bulk of the Highland population in these
early times, were secured from any sweeping change,
by the rugged nature of the country they inhabited.
In these Dicaledones, therefore, we see the ancestors
of the great mass of the modern Highlanders, excepting
those of Argyleshire; among whom, in all probability,
the Dalriadic blood predominated. The name of
Albanich, which, as far back as we can trace, is the
proper appellation of the Scottish Highlanders, seems
to prove their descent from that tribe which gave to
Britain its earliest name of Albion, and which may,
therefore, be considered as the first tribe that set foot
in this island.

The earliest inhabitants of the Western Isles or
Ebudes (corruptly Hebrides), were probably a portion
-of the Albanich, Caledonians, or Picts. In some of the
southern islands, particularly Isla, this race must have
been displaced or overrun by the Dalriads on their first
settlement; so that, at the date of the Scottish Conquest,
the Ieles, like the adjacent mainland, were divided
between the Picts and Scots. The change produced in
the original population of the Western Isles, by the
influx of the Scots—a cognate Celtic race—was, how-
ever, trifling, compared with that which followed the first
settlements of the Scandinavians in the Isles, towards
the end of the ninth century.
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4 CONQUEST OF THE ISLES

From the chronicles both'of England and Ireland, it
appears that these northern pirates commenced their
ravages in the British Isles a hundred years before this
time, and many of them were thus well acquainted with
the Western Isles prior to their effecting a permanent
settlement in them. An important revolution in Norway
led to.this settlement. About the year 880,
the celebrated Harald Harfager established
himself as the first King of all Norway, after bringing
into subjection a number of the petty kings of that
country. Many of the most violent of Harald’s oppo-
nents sought to escape his vengeance, by leaving their
native land, and establishing themselves in the Scottish
Isles, from the numerous harbours of which they after-
wards issued in piratical fashion, to infest the coasts of
Norway. King Harald was not of a nature to allow
such insults to pass unpunished. He pursued
the pirates to their insular fastnesses, and not
only subdued them, but added the Isles to the crown of
Norway. In the following year, the Vikingr of the Isles
revolted and renewed their piratical expeditions; but
were speedily reduced to obedience by Ketil, a Nor-
wegian of rank, despatched by Harald to the
Isles for that purpose. Ketil, however, having
ingratiated himself with the principal Islanders, soon
declared himself King of the Isles, independent of
Norway, and held this rank for the rest of his life.
According to the Norse Sagas, all the race of Ketil
were either dead, or had left the Isles, about the ycar
900; and, for nearly forty years after this date, the
history of the Isles is very obscure.

Aulaf MacSitric, son of the Danish King of North-
umberland, and called by the historians, “ Rex plurt-

A. D, 888.

A. D. 8o
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marum nsularum,” fought at the great battle
of Brunanburg; and, on his death, he seems
to have been succeeded by Maccus MacArailt Mac-
Sitric, probably his nephew, who was contemporary with,
and is said to have been brought under subjection by
Edgar, the greatest of the Anglo-Saxon Kings. Gofra
MacArailt, King of the Isles, died, according to the
Irish annalists, in 989 ; and, in the following
year, the Hebrides were conquered by Sigurd,
the second of that name, Earl of Orkney, who placed as
his deputy, or Jarl, over them, an individual named Gilli.
Sigurd seems to have lost his Hebridean conquests after
a time, as we read of a Ragnal MacGofra, King of the
Isles, who died A.D. 1004. On his death,
however, Sigurd had resumed possession of
the Isles, which he held at the time of the celebrated
battle of Clunatarf, in Ireland, in which he
was killed. -Twenty years later, the Hebrides
were conquered by Earl Thorfin, the son of
Sigurd, from which we may infer that, in the interval,
they had been independent. Thorfin possessed the Isles
till his death, after which they seem to have
formed part of the dominions of Diarmed
MacMaelnambo, a potent Irish prince, who died A.D.
1072.

The next King of the Isles that we can trace, is God-
red, the son of Sitric (supposed to have been one of
the Irish Ostmen), who reigned in the Isle of Man.
To him succeeded his son, Fingal, who, after a des-
perate struggle, was dispossessed of his kingdom by

Cir. A. D, another Godred, the son of Harald the

1077.  Black. This Godred, surnamed Crovan, or

the White Handed, is the undoubted ancestor of that

A. D. 938.

A. D. 990.

A. D. 1004

A.'D, 1014
A. D. 1034.

A. D. 1064.
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dynasty of Kings of Man and the Isles which termi-
nated by the death of Magnus, the son of Olave,
A.D. 1265. Godred Crovan was first known as a
leader of the Norwegians under Harald Hardrada,
King of Norway, at the battle of Stainford Bridge,
where the latter was defeated and slain by
Harald, King of England. Escaping from
England, Godred seems to have fled to the Isles,
where he gradually formed a party strong enough to
enable him to expel Fingal from the Isle of Man.
But his conquests were not confined to the Isles; he
likewise subjugated Dublin (which had for nearly two
centuries been the seat of a principality, formed by the
Scandinavian Vikingr) and a great part of Leinster.
He was, besides, very successful in war against the
Scots, whose King, at this time, was Malcolm III.,
commonly called Malcolm Canmor. For a length
of time the claims of Norway to the dominion of the
Isles had been neglected; but they were now revived,
and triumphantly re-established by King Magnus Bare-
foot, who, at the head of an imposing force, subjugated
the Isles, and, expelling Godred Crovan,
placed on the throne his own son, Sigurd.
Godred died two years afterwards, in the island of Isla,
leaving three soms, Lagman, Harald, and Olave. On

A. D. 1066.

A, D. 1093.

A-D- 103 an expedition against Ulster, Sigurd, becom-

ing King of Norway, returned to his native dominions,
when the Islanders, apparently with Sigurd’s consent,
took for their King, Lagman, the eldest son of Godred
Crovan. This Prince, after a reign of seven years, the
most important event of which was an unsuccessful
rebellion against him by his brother Harald, abdicated

the death of Magnus Barefoot, who fell in
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his throne, and, assuming the cross, went on a pil-
grimage to Jerusalem, where he died. On this, the
nobility of the Isles applied to Murchard O’Brien,
King of Ireland, to send them a Prince of his own blood
to act as Regent during the minority of Olave, the
surviving son of Godred Crovan. In compliance with
this request, the Irish King sent to the Isles a certain
Donald MacTade, who ruled for two years,
but made himself so obnoxious by his tyr-
anny and oppression, that the insular chiefs rose against
A.D. 1113 him with one accord, and forced him to fly-

"7 to Ireland, whence he never returned. Olave,
son of Godred Crovan, soon afterwards ascended the
throne, which he filled for forty years. His reign was
peaceful ; but he conducted himself so as to preserve
his kingdom from aggression. This Olave is, by the
Norse writers, surnamed Bitling or Klining, from his
diminutive stature; whilst, in the Highland traditions,
he is called Olave the Red. He was the father of
Godred the Black, who succeeded him; and one of
his daughters, Ragnhildis, was married to Somerled,
Prince or Lord of Argyle, from which marriage sprung
the dynasty so well known in Scottish history as the
Lords of the Isles.

From whatever race, whether Pictish or Scottish, the
inhabitants of the Isles in the reign of Kenneth
MacAlpin were derived, it is clear that the settlements
and wars of the Scandinavians in the Hebrides, from
the time of Harald Harfager to that of Olave the Red,
a period of upwards of two centuries, must have produced
a very considerable change in the population, As in all
cases of conquest, this change must have been most
perceptible in the higher ranks, owing to the natural

A.D. 1111,



8 MIXTURE OF NORSE AND

tendency of invaders to secure their new possessions,
where practicable, by matrimonial alliances with the
natives. That, in the Hebrides, a mixture of the
Celtic and Scandinavian blood was thus effected at an
early period, seems highly probable, and by no means
inconsistent with the ultimate prevalence of the Celtic
language in the mixed race, as all history sufficiently
demonstrates. These remarks regarding the population
of the Isles, apply equally to that of the adjacent main-
land districts, which, being so accessible by numerous
arms of the sea, could hardly be expected to preserve
the blood of their inhabitants unmixed. The extent to
which this mixture was carried is a more difficult ques-
tion, and one which must be left, in a great measure, to
conjecture ; but, on the whole, the Celtic race appears
to have predominated. It is of more importance to

know which of the Scandinavian tribes it was that
infused the greatest portion of northern blood into the
population of the Isles. The Irish annalists divide the
piratical bands, which, in the ninth and following cen-
turies, infested Ireland, into two great tribes, styled by
these writers, Fiongall, or white foreigners, and Dubk-
gall, or black foreigners. These are believed to repre-
sent, the former the Norwegians,.the latter the Danes;
and the distinction in the names given to them, is
supposed to have arisen from a diversity either in their
clothing or in the sails of their vessels. These tribes
had generally separate leaders; but they were occa-
sionally united under one king; and, although both
bent, first on ravaging the Irish shores, and afterwards
on seizing portions of the Irish territories, they fre-
quently turned their arms against each other. The
Gaelic title of Righ Fhiongall, or King of the Fion-




CELTIC BLOOD IN THE ISLES. 9

gall, so frequently applied to the Lords of the Isles,
seems to prove that Olave the Red, from whom they
were descended in the female line, was so styled, and
that, consequently, his subjects in the Isles, in so far as
they were not Celtic, were Fiongall or Norwegians.
It has been remarked by one writer, whose opinion is
entitled to weight,! that the names of places in the
exterior Hebrides, or the Long Island, derived from
the Scandinavian tongue, resemble the names of places
1in Orkney, Shetland, and Caithness. On the other
hand, the corresponding names in the interior Hebrides
are in a different dialect, resembling that of which the
traces are to be found in the topography of Sutherland;
and appear to have been imposed at a later period than
the first-mentioned names. The probability is, however,
that the difference alluded to is not greater than might
be expected in the language of two branches of the
same race, after a certain interval; and that the Scan-
dinavian population of the Hebrides was, therefore,
derived from two successive Norwegian colonies. This
view is further confirmed by the fact that the Hebrides,
although long subject to Norway, do not appear to have
ever formed part of the possessions of the Danes.

Having thus traced, as briefly as possible, the origin
of the inhabitants of the Western Highlands and Isles,
as we find them early in the twelfth century, it remains,
in the second place, to trace the rise, progress, and fall
of the great family of de Insulis, or Macdonald, Lords
of the Isles.

The origin of Somerled of Argyle, the undoubted
founder of this noble race, is involved in considerable

! Chalmers’ Caledonia, Vol I., p. 266.



10 SOMERLED OF ARGYILE.

obscurity. Of his father, (illebrede, and his grand-
father, (illadomnan, we know little but the names.
According to the seannachies or genealogists, both
Irish and Highland, Gilladomnan was the sixth in
descent from a certain Godfrey MacFergus, who is
called, in an Irish Chronicle, Toshach of the Isles, and
who lived in the reign of Kenneth MacAlpin. There
is a tradition that this Godfrey, or one of his race, was
expelled from the Isles by the Danes,! which, if cor-
rect, may apply to the conquest of Harald Harfager,
who, in all probability, dispossessed many of the native
chiefs. But the Celtic genealogists do not stop short
with Godfrey MacFergus. Through a long line of
ancestors, they trace the descent of that chief from the
celebrated Irish King, Conn Chead Chath, or Conn of
the Hundred Battles. Such is the account of Somer-
led’s origin, given by those who maintain his Scoto-Irish
descent. Others have asserted that he was undoubtedly
a Scandinavian by descent in the male line. His name
1s certainly a Norse one;2 but then, on.the other hand,
the names of his father and grandfather are purely Cel-
tic; whilst the intermarriages that must have taken place
between the two races in the Isles and adjacent coasts,
make it impossible to found any argument on the Chris-
tian name alone. Somerled is mentioned more than once
in the Norse Sagas, but never in such a way as to enable
us to affirm, with certainty, what the opinion of the Scan-
dinavian writers was as to his origin. He appears to have

1 MS. History of the Macdonalds, by Hugh Macdonald, a Seannachie

of the end of the 17th century.
2 The Norse Somerled, and the Gaelic Somhairle, are both rendered

into the English, Samuel.
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been known to them as Sumarlidi Haulldr, and the
impression produced by the passages in which he is
mentioned, is rather against his being considered a
Norseman. It is possible, however, as he was certainly
descended from a noted individual of the name of God-
frey, that his ancestor may have been that Gofra Mac-
Arailt, King of the Isles, who died in 989. But, on the
whole, the uniformity of the Highland and Irish tradi-
tions, which can be traced back at least four hundred
years,? leads to the conclusion that the account first
given of the origin of Somerled is correct.

It is from tradition alone, as it appears in some of the
genealogical histories of the Macdonalds, that any par-
ticulars of the early life of Somerled can be gathered ;
and it is obvious, that information derived from a source
so liable to error, must be received with very great cau-
tion. We are told that Gillibrede, the father of Somer-
led, was expelled from his possessions, and that, with his
son, he was forced to conceal himself, for a time, in a
cave in the district of Morvern, whence he is known in
tradition as Gillibrede na’n Uaimh, or Qillibrede of the
Cave. From certain circumstances, obscurely hinted at, it
would seem that Gillibrede, after the death of Malcolm
Canmor, had, with the other Celtic inhabitants of Scot-
land, supported Donald Bane, the brother of Malcolm, in
his claim to the Scottish throne, to the exclusion of Ed-

1 Haulldr, in its strict sensc, implies, that the person who bore the
epithet was a cultivator of the soil, and not of noble birth. But it was
very commonly applied as a nickname to kings and nobles, so that no
inference as to the rank or status of Somerled can be drawn from the
use of the word in the present instance.

2 Genealogical MS. (in (Gaelic) of the 16th century, printed in
Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis, Vol 1., p. 60.



12 RISE AND MARRIAGE OF SOMERLED.

gar, Malcolm’s son. Consequently, on the final triumph
of the Anglo-Saxon party, Gillibrede would naturally be
exposed to their vengeance in exact proportion to his
power, and to the assistance he had given to the other
party. Of this chief we hear no more; nor are we
informed of the extent of his possessions, or where they
lay, but they are believed to have been on the mainland
of Argyle. Somerled, when young, was, through an
accident, which is minutely detailed by tradition, drawn
from his obscurity, and placed at the head of the men
of Morvern, collected at the time to resist a band of
Norse pirates, who threatened to ravage the district.
Qn this occasion Somerled, by his courage and skill,
defeated these fierce marauders; and, soon after, fol-
lowing up this success, recovered his paternal inheritance,
and made himself master of so large a portion of Argyle,
that he thenceforth assumed the title of Lord or Regulus
of Argyle, and became one of the most powerful chiefs
in Scotland. There is every reason to believe that, by
his talent and bravery, he had now raised himself to a
higher rank than his father, or any of his immediate
predecessors held. It appears by no means improbable,
too, that Somerled, aware of his own power and resources,
contemplated the conquest of a portion, at least, of the
Isles, to which he may have laid claim through his
remote ancestor, Godfrey. On these, or similar grounds,
Olave the Red, King of  Man and the Isles, was natu-
rally desirous to disarm the enmity, and to secure the
support of the powerful Lord of Argyle, whose marriage
Gie. A.p. With Ragnhildis, the daughter of Olave—the
1140 first authentic event in the life of Somerled—
seems to have answered this purpose. Of this marriage,
which is ]Jamented by the author of ¢ The Chronicle of
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- Man,” as the cause of the ruin of the whole kingdom of
the Isles, the issue was three sons—Dugall, Reginald,
and Angus.!

Olave the Red, after a peaceful reign of forty years,
was murdered in the Isle of Man, by his
nephews, the sons of Harald, who had been
brought up in Dublin, and had made a claim to half
the kingdom of the Isles. Godred the Black, who
was in Norway at the time of his father’s death, returned
to the Isles without delay, and being received with joy
by the Islanders as their King, apprehended and exe-
cuted the murderers. Early in his reign, he was invited
by the Ostmen of Dublin to rule over them, and was
thus led into wars in Ireland, in which he was success-
ful; but, on his return to Man, thinking that no one
could resist his power, he conducted himself so tyranni-
cally, that he speedily alienated the affections of many
of the insular nobility;—one of the most powerful of
these, Thorfin, the son of Ottar, addressed himself to
Somerled, and demanded from him his son, Dugall, then
a child, the nephew of Godred, whom he proposed to
make King of the Isles. The ambitious Lord of
Argyle readily entered into the views of Thorfin, who,
with his partisans, carrying Dugall through all the Isles,
except apparently Man itself, forced the inhabitants to
acknowledge him as their king, and took hostages from
them for their obedience. One of the chief islanders,
Paul by name, escaping secretly, fled to the court of
Godred, and made him aware of what had just taken
place. Roused by the emergency, the king collected

A. D. 1154.

1 I follow here the Orkneyinga Saga, p. 383, which is very
explicit, and is a better authority than the Chronicle of Man. The
latter adds a fourth son, Olave.
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14 WARS BETWEEN SOMERLED

a large fleet, with which he proceeded against the
rebels, who, under the guidance of Somerled, with a
fleet of eighty galleys, did not decline the encounter.
| After a bloody but indecisive action, a treaty
was entered into, by which Godred ceded to
the sons of Somerled what were afterwards called, in
Scottish geography, the South Isles, retaining for him-
self the North Isles and Man. The point of Ardna-
murchan formed the division between the North and
South Isles, so that, by this treaty, Bute, Arran, Isla,
Jura, Mull, and several smaller islands, as well as the
district of Kintyre (which, singularly enough, has always
been reckoned among the South Isles),! although
nominally ceded to the sons of Somerled, were, in reality,
added to the possessions of that warlike chief, who
naturally acted as guardian for his children during their
minority. From this time, says the chronicler, may be
dated the ruin of the Kingdom of the Isles. The
allegiance of all the Isles to Norway seems still to have
been preserved.

Two years after this treaty, Somerled invaded Man
with a fleet of fifty-three ships, and laid the
whole island waste, after routing Godred in
battle. Whether this invasion was in consequence of

A.D. 1156.

A.D. 1158.

! The origin of this was a stratagem of Magnus Barefoot. After
that prince had invaded and conquered the Isles, he made an
agreement with Malcolm Canmor, by which the latter was to
leave Magnus and his successors in peaceable possession of all the
Isles which could be circumnavigated. The King of Norway had
himself drawn across the narrow isthmus between Kintyre and
Knapdale, in a galley, by which he added the former district to the
Isles. This anecdote has been doubted by some, but it appears in
Magnus Berfaet's Saga, a contemporary work ; and it is certain that,
as late as the commencement of the seventeenth century, Kintyre was
classed by the Scottish government as one of the South Isles.
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any infringement of the treaty by Godred, or whether
it arose from the insatiable ambition of Somerled, is
uncertain; but the power of Godred was so much
broken, that he was compelled to visit Norway to seek
assistance against his rival; nor did he return to the
Isles till after Somerled’s death, from which it may be
inferred that the latter had succeeded in extending his
sway over the whole Isles.

Malcolm IV. was now King of Scotland. To
this prince, Somerled had early made himself ob-
noxious, by espousing the cause of his nephews, the
sons of Wymund or Malcolm MacHeth, a claimant of
the earldom of Murray, whom it suited the Scottish
government for the time to detain in prison as an im-
postor, but whose claim now seems, on minute inquiry,
to have been well founded.! Owing to the additional
power which he acquired from the late events in the
Isles, Somerled was enabled, on one occasion, to bring
his contest with the Scottish King to a close by a treaty,
which was considered so important as to form an epoch
- from which royal charters were dated? From some
cause, which our historians do not sufficiently explain,
this ambitious lord was, ere long, induced again to
declare war against Malcolm, and, assembling a numer-
ous army from Argyle, Ireland, and the Isles, he sailed
up the Clyde with one hundred and sixty galleys, and
landed his forces near Renfrew, threatening, as some of

the chroniclers inform us, to make a conquest

A-D- 1164 the whole of Scotland. Here, according

1 On the first appearance of Malcolm MacHeth, Somerled gave
him his sister in marriage, which shows the opinion he entertained of
the justice of Malcolm’s claims.

* Sir James Dalrymple’s Collections, p. 425.



16 DEATH OF SOMERLED.

to the usual accounts, Somerled was slain, with one of
his sons,! and his great armament dispersed, with much
loss, by a very inferior force of the Scots. But, from
the well-known character of this celebrated chief, there
seems great reason to believe that tradition is correct,
when it states that he was assassinated in his tent by
an individual in whom he placed confidence, and that
his troops, thus deprived of their leader, returned in
haste to the Isles. In their retreat, they, probably,
suffered much from the Scots, who, if not privy to the
assassination, must have soon learned the disaster that
had befallen the invaders. . From the same traditionary
source we learn that the King of Scotland sent a boat,
with the corpse of Somerled, to Icolmkill, at his own
charge; but modern inquiries rather lead to the con-
clusion that he was interred at the Church of Sadale,
in Kintyre, where Reginald, his son, afterwards founded
a monastery. Somerled, according to tradition, was
“a well-tempered man, in body shapely, of a fair
piercing eye, of middle stature, and of quick discern-
ment.” 2

Besides the three sons of his marriage with the
daughter of Olave the Red, Somerled had other sons,
who seemed to have shared with their brothers, according
to the then prevalent custom of gavel-kind, the main-
land possessions held by the Lord of Argyll; whilst the
sons, descended of the House of Man, divided amongst
them, in addition, the South Isles, as ceded by Godred
in 1156. The Isle of Man, and any other conquests
made by Somerled in the Isles, from 1158 to his death

1 The son's name was Gillecolane (Gillecallum or Malcolm).—
Hailes’ Annals, ad annum 1164,
? Hugh Macdonald's MS.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































